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CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering the exploration 

and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 

Recalling that the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in 

the exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies 

of 21 January 1961 affirms that States shall bear international responsibility for 

their national activities in outer space and refers to the State on whose registry 

an object launched into outer space is carried, 

Recalling also that the Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, the return of 

astronauts and the return of objects launched into outer space of 22 April 1968 

provides that a launching authority shall, upon request, furnish identifYing data 

prior to the return of an object it has launched into outer space found beyond the 

territorial limits of the launching authority, 

Recalling further that the Convention on international liability for damage 

caused by space objects of 29 March 1912 establishes international rules and 

procedures concerning the liability of launching States for damage caused by their 

space objects, 

Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on principles governing the activities 

of States in the exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other 

celestial bodies, to make provision for the national registration by launching 

States of space objects launched into outer space, 

Desiring further that a central register of objects launched into outer 

space be established and maintained, on a mandatory basis, by the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations, 
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Desiring also to provide for States Parties additional means and procedures 

to assist in the identification of space objects 9 

Believins that a mandatory system ot registering objects launcbed into outer 

space vould 9 in particular~ assist in their identification and would contribute to 

the application and development of international lay governing the eXploration and 

use of outer space~ 

Have agreed on the folloving: 

Article I 

For the purposes of thia Convention: 

C~) The term I1launching State" means: 

(i) A State which launches or procures the launching of a space object; 

(ii) A State trom whose territory or facility a space object is launched; 

(~) The term "space object" includes component parts of a space object as 

well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof; 

(£.) The term "State of registry" means a launching State on whose registry 

a space object is carried in accordance vith article II. 

Article II 

1. Wben a space object is launched into earth orbit or beyond, the ~aunching 

State shall register the space object by means of an entry in an appropriate 

registry 'which it she.l.l maintain. Each launching State shall inforili. the Secretary­

General of the United Nations of the establishment of such a registry. 
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2. Where there are two or more launching States in respect of any such space 

object, they shall jointly determine which one of them shall regiater the object 

in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, bearing in mind the provisions of 

article VIII of the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in the 

exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, 

and without prejudice to appropriate agreements concluded or to be concluded among 

the launching States on jurisdiction and control over the space object and over any 

personnel thereof. 

3. The contents of each registry and the conditions under which it is 

maintained shall be determined by the State of registry concerned. 

Article III 

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall maintain a Register 

in which the information furnished in accordance with article IV shall be recorded. 

2. There shall be full and open access to the information in this Register. 

Article IV 

1. Each State of registry shall furnish to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, as soon as practicable, the following information concerning each 

space object carried on its registry: 

(~) Name of launching State or States; 

(~) An appropriate designator of the space object or its registration number; 

(~) Date and territory or location of launch; 

(£) Basic orbital parameters, including: 

(i) Nodal period, 

(ii) Inclination, 
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(iii) Apogee, 

(iv) Perigee; 

(~) General function of the space object. 

2. Each State of registry may, from time to time, provide the Secretary­

General of the United Nations vith additional information concerning a space 

object carried on its registry. 

3. Each State of registry shall notit,y the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, to the greatest extent feasible and .as soon as practicable, of space 

objects concerning which it bas previously transmitted information, and which have 

been but no longer are in earth orbit. 

Article V 

Whenever a space object launched into earth orbit or beyond is marked with the 

designator or registration number referred to in article IV, paragraph I (b), or 

both, the State of registry shall notifY the Secretary-General of this fact when 

submitting the information regarding the space object in accordance with article IV. 

In such case, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall record this 

notification in the Register. 

Article VI 

Where the application of the provisions of this Convention has not enabled a 

State Party to identity a space object which has caused damage to it or to any of 

its natural or Juridical persons, or which may be of a hazardous or deleterious 

nature, other States Parties, including in particular States possessing space 

monitoring and tracking facilities, shall respond to the greatest extent feasible 
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to a request by that State Party. or transmitted through the Secr etary-General on 

its behalf. for assistance under equitabl e and reasonable conditions in the 

identification of the object. A State Party making such a request shall. to the 

greatest extent feasibl e. submit information as to the time, nature and 

circumstances of the events giving rise to, the request. Arrangements under yhich 

such assistance shall be rendered shall be the subject o~ agreement betyeen the 

parties concerned. 

Articl e VII 

1. In this Convention. with the exception of articles VIII to XII inclusive, 

references to States shall be deemed to apply to any i nternational intergovernmental 

organization yhich conducts space activities if the organization declares its 

acceptance of the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention and if a 

majority of the States members of the organization are States Parties to this 

Convention and to the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in 

the exploration and use of outer space. including the moon and other celestial 

bodies. 

2. States members of any such organization yhich are States Parties to this 

Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization makes 

a declaration in accordance yith paragraph 1 of this article . 

Article VIII 

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at United 

Nations Headquarters in Ney York . Any State Yhich does not sign this Convention 

before its entry into force in accordance yith paragraph 3 of this article may 

accede to it at any time . 
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2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States . 

Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force among the States which have 

deposited instruments at ratification on the deposit of the fifth such instrument 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

~. For States whose instruments ot ratification or accession ar~ deposited 

subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force 

aD the date of the deposit ot their instruments of ratification or accession. 

5. The Secretary-General shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding 

States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of 

ratification of and accession to this Convention. the date of its entry into force 

and other notices. 

Article IX 

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to the Convention. 

Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Convention accepting 

the amendments upon their acceptance b.y a majority of the States Parties to the 

Convention and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Convention on the 

date of acceptance by it. 

Article X 

Ten years after the entry into force of this Convention, the question of the 

review of the Convention shall be included in the provisional agenda of the 

United Nations General Assembly in order to consider , i n ~hc light of past 

application of the Convention, whether it requires r evis i on. However, at any 
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time after the Convention has been in force for five years, at the request of 

one third of the States Parties to the Convention and with the concurrence of the 

majority of the States Parties, a conference of the States Parties shall be 

convened to review this Convention . Such review shall take into account in 

particular any relevant technological developments, including those relating to 

the identification of space objects. 

Article XI 

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its withdrawal from 

the Convention one year after its entry into force by written notificat ion to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one 

year from the date of receipt of this notification. 

Article XII 

The original of this Convention. of which the Arabic, Chinese, English. 

French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with 

the Secretary- General of the United Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof 

to all signatory and acceding States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their 

respective Governments, have signed this Convention, opened for signature at 

New York on the fourteenth day of January one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing 
text is a true copy of the Convention on 
registration of objects launched into outer 
space, adopted on 1Z November 1974 by 
resolution 3235 (XX IX) of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, the original 
of which is deposited with the Secretary­
General of the United Nations. 

For tlw S90r6tary-(riJnBNZ: 

Th9 LBrJ4Z COWfSQZ 

United Nations, New York, 
6 June 1975 

Je certifie que Ie texte qui pr~cade 
est une copie con forme de la Convention sur 
l'immatriculation des objets lanc6s dans 
l'espace extra-atmosph6rique. adopt6e Ie 
1Z novembre 1974 par r!solution 3235 (XXIX) 
de l'Assembl!e g6n6rale de l' Organisat ion 
des Nations Unies et dont l'original se 
trouve d6pos6 aupras du Secr6taire g6n!ral 
de l'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

Pour ZQ SQOl"ltaiN g4114Nl 

LB C()TIssillero juridiqus 

Organisation des Nations Unies, New York, 
6 juin 1975 




